
19440406 
 
Many times in Ben’s letters he mentions the need for watch repair.  
His family always helps him out. 
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Thursday night 
April 6th 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
Now that I’m back in a camp again, there’s not many interesting events to 
write about, so I guess you’ll have to be satisfied with a brief letter now and 
then. 
 
I’m on night duty again.  It’s very dead.  Nothing usually happens and it’s 
very hard to keep awake.  But my reward comes tomorrow when I sleep 
and miss all that dry training on rifle marksmanship. 
 
Next week, as I think I told you in a previous letter, will be spent on the 
range, firing a few weapons.  We leave Sunday morning and will probably 
come back the following Saturday.  It won’t be too bad because we’ll be 
living in six men squad tents with stoves, and have regular buildings for 
mess halls and latrines and also a P.X. 
 
At Croft we had to get up at 3 a.m. and march 6-7 miles out to the 
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range over that blankety blank @!#?.&o! Troop Trail.  Ah, will I ever forget 
that troop trail.  After spending a day under the sun out there, we could 
hardly drag ourselves back to the barracks.  The only marching to be done 
here is the 15 miles hike out there. 
 
In Ruth’s letter she mentioned the problems of getting clothes.  The only 
thing difference in the army is that  we don’t have to pay (sometimes) for 
the articles once we finally get them.  I went through the whole maneuvers 
with only one pair of shoes that was lacking a heel and the main part of the 



sole.  I turned a pair in the first week of maneuvers and got a pair back 
after the last problem.  Fast, wasn’t it? 
 
I don’t care what Ruth does about the bike.  I won’t need it any more.  The 
only thing I ask is to have a full tankful of gas in the car. 
 
I hope you’re working on that bag of mine.  Send it rush, 
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special delivery, air mail, etc. 
 
I’m sending my watch home as soon as I can get it packed.  It needs a 
thorough cleaning and a crystal.  I broke the crystal during maneuvers and 
it stopped as a result of too much dirt getting into it.  I know it will take some 
time but try to have a rush job done on it.  A watch is indispensable in 
Message Center.  The time element is very important in sending and 
receiving messages.  A few times we’ve saved ourselves from trouble by 
showing the time on the message. 
 
I can’t think of anything else, so I’ll sign off with 
 
Love, 
 
 
Ben 
 
P.S.  I almost forgot.  Please send me $15 right away.  Don’t forget & 
please hurry. 
 
 
  
My name is ___________________________ 
 
 
I am _________________________________ 
  
 


