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Ben looks forward to his furlough which is now definite.  Even on 
troop trains medical checkups were done in an effort to keep the 
hundreds of thousands traveling soldiers healthy. 
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Saturday Night 
  
 
Dear Folks, 
 
Well here I spend another Saturday night in camp.  The two dry cleaners 
just outside the gate had so much dry cleaning from our division that it was 
impossible for them to get everyones done.  Usually they have one day 
service.  I guess I’ll take in the late show and see “Four Jills in a Jeep.”  
Last night I saw “Young in Heart.”  It was an old picture with Janet Gaynor, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Paulette Goddard.  It was very good, too. 
 
I was on table-waiting today.  It wasn’t bad at all.  We don’t have to scrub 
the tables and floors like we did at Croft.  Here we just wait on the tables 
and eat. 
 
Got the box today and the wallet is okay.  Thank Mrs. Goldstein for the 
candy.  It’s delicious. 
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What about all the other stuff I sent home in the bag?  (Esquire calendar, 
hat, etc.) 
 
About those glasses.  The last time I was home, I left them on top of my 
dresser.  Ask Dad, I told him when I left them.  If you can’t get them fixed or 
get some others before May lst, don't send them on but leave them home 
and I’ll pick them up. 
 
Yep, the furloughs are finally definite.  The battalion leaves next Sunday or 
Monday, but some have to stay behind to keep things operating.  And I’m 
one of the two that has to stay behind in Message Center.  That isn’t as 



bad a break as you might think.  We’ll have sort of a vacation while the rest 
are away. (no training - no supervision) and we’ll also miss the training 
while we’re home on furlough.  Also it won’t be as crowded 
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on the trains like it will be when the whole Battalion leaves at once.  I’ll be 
home sometime after the first of the month, although I don’t know the exact 
day.  Maybe on the way back I could bring Mom and stop off in Washington 
for a short time.  How’s the weather in Rochester?  We’ll be wearing sun 
tans here, but I’d prefer to wear O.D.’s 
 
Speaking of P.X.’s, the ones here at Jackson don't live up to expectations.  
They just sell routine stuff, no pens, wallets, and fancy gifts.  They had a 
beautiful one at Croft. 
 
I don’t know the exact definition of a hutment, but I’ll try an describe it to 
you.  It’s a tar papered building holding 
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15 beds.  The heating department is taken care of by a coal stove heater at 
each end.  And if you don't think those things give off heat, the whole stove 
gets red hot. 
 
There’s plenty of windows for fresh air too.  The latrines are across the 
company street.  While this isn’t as convenient as at Croft and Campbell, 
there is much more room so there’s no waiting. 
 
Well, I’m all ready for that 15 mile hike tomorrow.  First one I’ll have taken 
in a long time. 
 
It’s almost time for the show, so I think I’ll scram. 
 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 



 
My name is ___________________________ 
 
 
I am _________________________________ 
  
 


