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The soldiers were also encouraged to buy bonds for the War Effort. 
 
Saturday Night 
July 9, 1944 
 
 
Hello again, 
 
Well, here’s to another Saturday night spent on duty and only six letters to write.  Ho 
Hum, guess I’ll go to sleep and have the telephone operator wake me up.  I do that 
some times when I’m too tired to stay awake.  The last time I was on duty on a Saturday 
night, I had intended to go to sleep at 12:30, but I became so engrossed in my letter 
writing that I became almost fully awake.  And a lucky thing too, for who should walk in 
at 2 a.m. on his way from town but the Communications Officer.  I suppose he was 
checking up because there have been instances where the fellow on duty has fallen 
asleep and failed to wake the cooks or the C.Q.’s of the various companies at the 
proper times.  I hope it doesn’t happen tonight. 
 
Remember that 9 mile forced march I told you about?  Well, it was cancelled.  Instead 
our Battalion went out last night on a practice run of a problem that the whole Division is 
having the first part of next week.  They had one platoon act as the enemy against the 
Battalion.  Me and two other fellows went along with the enemy to handle the Handi 
Talkie radios.  We had two machine guns and a mortar along with some smoke bombs 
and dynamite (simulated artillery). 
 
It was a lot of fun, even though we didn’t get any sleep, not only because of the radio, 
but because it was about the first problem where I was up front and could see the action 
instead of being stuck in the rear with the Command Post.  Of course in combat I’ll be 
satisfied to stay in the rear.  Before the problem 
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started, we bought some watermelons from a farmer who came by.  They weren’t too 
ripe though.  We got in about 4 a.m. and slept till 10 a.m.  This Division problem starts 
tomorrow and lasts till Wednesday.  That is supposed to end up our field work in this 
camp. 
 
It finally looks as if we’re going to get a three-day pass at last.  Only six more days to go 
before we earn it.  Probably take it the weekend of the 22nd.  Nothing definite yet.  I’ll 
probably go to Washington if Bob is there.   If so I’ll need some extra dough.  So be 
prepared for the request. 
 



You should receive another Bond from the Army soon.  Last month made another 
complete bond.  The Army is cutting out the installment buying though.   Instead they’re 
putting out a $10.00 bond for $7.50 each month.  Sounds like a good deal, so I signed 
up. 
 
The weather has been cool for the past week or so, which is better than the heat any 
day. 
 
That’s about all I can think to write about, sooooooo- 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 
 
  
 
My name is ___________________________ 
 
 
I am _________________________________ 
  
 


