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Training for overseas duty has been put on hold in order to prepare 
for the Division inspection.   
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Tuesday Night 
July 18th, 1944 
 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
I’m just sitting here waiting for your phone call.  It’s not very busy tonight 
and I’m not very tired either.  My company commander is duty officer in 
Battalion here tonight.  He just told me that the three-day pass might be 
delayed until Sunday.  I hope so.   
 
Maybe Bob will be back in Washington by then.  I think coming home is out 
of the question because of the short time and the long traveling time.  Of 
course, I could come by plane, but that’s sort of expensive.  You need a 
priority rating to get one, but the assistant company clerk came down from 
Connecticut with me & the Battalion Sgt. Major 
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is a good friend of mine, so I could get the forms easy enough.  All I’d have 
to do is sign the Regimental C.O.’s name.  It’s been done before & they’ve 
never checked up. 
 
I got the money order today.  You really didn’t have to send so much.  I 
don’t think I’ll use it all  and if not, I’ll send it back. 
 
There’s been quite a bit of excitement around here the past few days.  The 
Inspector General’s Department from Washington came down to inspect 
this division.  And that means plenty of details.  Cleaning the kitchens, the 
hutments, equipment, making everything immaculate.  Worked Sunday & 
every night.  Getting up an hour earlier in the morning.  They even hooked 
me 



 
Page: 3 
 
for a detail, and that’s a rare event.  It was an all day job, cleaning the 
windows and screens in the kitchen.  I wish I hadn’t gotten it though, not 
because I want to get out of work, but because the food was so handy.  I 
ate so much (cheese, tomato sandwiches, peaches, lemonade) between 
meals that I wasn’t hungry at regular meal times.  And I want to lose my 
waistline. 
 
For the past few days it’s been sort of muggy weather.  Sweat even while 
you’re doing nothing. 
 
Well, I’ll try and write you more, soon. 
 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 
 
 
My name is ___________________________ 
 
 
I am _________________________________ 
  
 


