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Wondering about how much longer the war will last, Ben is also 
concerned about his financial situation when he gets home.  He 
welcomes the $10 a month more for the Combat Expert Infantry 
Badge.   
 
Some of the scenes from the movie “Battleground” on this page 
depicts the entry of the untested soldier, fresh from stateside.  Ready 
for battle, yet with generally mild complaints common among the new 
replacements.  It’s okay to gripe and be brave, too. 
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Dear Folks, 
 
Here I is again, trying to think of something to write about.  Not much of 
anything has been happening lately.  We’re still moving forward, but the 
Krauts are still on the run, so no big battles are taking place in this sector, 
thank the Lord.  The news looks very good these days, doesn’t it?  But 
don’t get too optimistic. 
 
Well, today is payday, so I’ll probably be sending a money order in a few 
days.  I’m enclosing that slip for the bank account.  How about sending me 
an accurate account of how much I have 
 
Page 2: 
 
in the bank and how many bonds I have.  I’ve been thinking the bond 
situation over and I’ve come to this conclusion.  Whenever I do get home 
from the wars, I undoubtedly will need some money and without a doubt 
they’ll have to freeze the bonds, cause they won’t have enough money in 
the Treasury to back them up.  So, I’ve been thinking that maybe you 
should turn in about half of the bonds and deposit it in the bank.  What do 
you think of the idea? 
 
I just went down and got paid, and after counting it over I’ve decided to 
send 
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$20 home, as soon as I can make out a money order.  I’ve also raised my 
allotment, so you’ll be getting $35 now.  Incidentally, I now have the 
Combat Expert Infantry Badge, which means $10 a month more. 
 
I finally received a box the other day, the one with the underwear in it.  I 
can hardly wait for the other boxes to arrive. 
 
I’m enclosing a commendation from our Corps Commander which you 
might be interested in. 
 
Well, it’s getting time for dinner now.  Yep, we’re eating with our kitchen 
again for a short while.  It’s a great relief from C rations. 
 
Love to all, 
 
Ben 
 
 
My name is _____________________ 
 
  
I am _____________________________________________ 
 


