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Ben’s battalion is having a seven day rest period in Metz.  It will be coming to an 
end soon.  Here’s a letter to his brother, Bob.  On the second page, Ben makes a 
comment that his brother must have written ("censored - R.K.) before he sent the 
letter on to his Folks to read. 
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December 18th 
 
Hi Brother, 
 
Just dropping you a line or two to let you know that I’m still hanging around. 
 
The folks have probably informed you by now that the Yankee Division was relieved and 
sent back for a rest.  We’re living in barracks formerly occupied by German soldiers, in a 
city just recently liberated. 
 
It’s not such a bad life here.  Although they have a training schedule with physical 
exercise, close order drill, etc. mostly for the benefit of the replacements.  I haven’t 
followed it, for I spend all my time down at the Motor Pool working on my peep.  And 
does it need work.  I put on over 3000 miles in two months and not on smooth roads 
either. 
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We have movies every night, although not the latest and not the best.  Even though I’ve 
seen some of them before, I always go.  Many is the time I never thought I’d ever see 
one again. 
 
We also have passes to the city proper every other afternoon.  There’s not much doing, 
since it was only taken a short time ago.  It’s a good thing I saved some of the cigarettes 
that were issued us in rations.  We sell them for $10 a carton & they buy all we have.  
They buy anything, including D ration chocolates, K Rations, etc.  When I think of all the 
cigarettes I gave away, I nearly blankety blank.  Censored. 
 
Received the package that you & Marion so graciously sent and also the pipes.  I’m 
glad they're broken in - they taste swell. 
 
Thanks for everything. 
 
 



As ever, 
 
Ben 
 
 
My name is ___________________________ 
 
 
I am _________________________________ I live in. 
  
 


