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Ben kept his itinerary apart from his letters home.  In the itinerary, he writes that 
Christmas Day Dinner in Dellen was delicious.  On the 26th in Eschdorf a plane 
was shot down.   Then on the 27th in Esch-sur-la-sure he writes that it is “really 
hot” which means the German artillery is very active.  Yet, he doesn’t want his 
folks to worry so it is not mentioned in this letter. 
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Christmas Day, 1944 
 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
I don’t remember exactly how many days it has been since I wrote last from Metz, but I 
know I’m long overdue.  For a while I thought that I would have time to write regularly.  
We were having a swell time -  eating regular chow, going into town every other day, 
attending the movies every night and feeling happy over the news that we were to have 
a thirty-day rest. 
 
Then things started to happen fast.  We were in town one afternoon, making some 
money on the side selling cigarettes and D ration bars (lousy chocolate) for a dollar 
each to an English speaking Frenchman, who had worked at 
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Eastman Kodak some years ago and come back to the barracks that night to learn the 
news.  The Yankee Division was needed again.  And to think that we had a deal on the 
next day to sell 104 ration bars.  $104 gone to pot. 
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As before - plenty of prisoners.  For about the first time since we’ve been in action the 
weather is finally in our favor, which gives the tanks free range and the air is clear which 
brings the air force out in full force. 
 
Even though today was Christmas, the war still went on - but we did have a Christmas 
dinner that would be hard to beat and much better than we hoped for.  It consisted of an 
enormous amount of delicious roasted turkey, asparagus, tomatoes, diced sweet 
potatoes, mashed potatoes, fruit cocktail, raisin bread, apple turnover, an apple, a cigar, 
hard candy, and a Hershey bar (I don’t know where the hell they got them).  Sounds 
nice doesn't it? 
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And that is the course of events up until this moment. 
 
I still haven’t received any of your packages.  They all couldn’t get lost.  I’m referring to 
the big packages.  I did receive the scarf and hood which is coming in mighty handy. 
 
Since I last wrote, I’ve received your V-mail of December 9th and letters from Nov 8th 
and Dec. 5th.  We’re expecting more mail in tonight, so I’m hoping some of it is 
packages.  The mail should be much quicker, now that the Christmas rush is over. 
 
Here’s hoping you have a  
 
Happy New Year. 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 
 
 
 
My name is _____________________ 
 
  
I am _____________________________________________ 
 


