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From Ben’s personal itinerary:  “ Esch-Sur-La-Sure - Spent New years and many 
other days at hotel on river.   Really hot.  Made runs to other Command Posts.”     
Ben avoids worrying his family about the war.  He chooses to write about other 
things. 
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“Somewhere in Luxembourg” 
 
January 2nd 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
No letter again today, but I did receive the toothpowder.  When they shouted my name 
while sorting out the packages, I thought that one had finally arrived, but alas, only the 
toothpowder.  Everyone else seems to be getting theirs, so I can’t understand what is 
holding up mine.  I’ve only received two letters from you since I last wrote, dated the 
11th and 21st, but I’ve been getting the Times practically every day, although not in 
consecutive order.  I sometimes get a September and a November paper together. 
 
Winter has finally set in, in this sector.  The terrain here is vastly different than Lorraine.  
Very mountainous with deep valleys.  It’s very beautiful country, especially with the 
snow covering everything.  It isn’t a deep snow and it’s a dry cold, so we haven’t had 
any slush, thank goodness.  It still isn’t cold enough for an overcoat. 
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For the past week we’ve been living in a summer resort hotel, situated in a beautiful 
valley with a river running past the terrace.  The beds are really comfortable and it’s the 
first place where we’ve had electricity.  Message Center is set up in a bar room, and 
that’s where we spent New Years Eve, but with no brew.   
 
There was no celebration this year, in fact I didn’t stay up to usher in the New Year.  I let 
the artillery do that.  I remember last year I spent New Years Eve in the Service Club, 
having joined the Yankee Division a couple of days earlier. 
 
Enclosed you will find my Combat Expert Infantryman’s Badge.  It’s for Mom to wear 
until I get home.  I’m also sending my Regimental insignia. 
 
Until next time, 
 



Love, 
 
Ben 
 
 
My name is ___________________________ 
 
 
I am _________________________________ 
  
 


