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Ben says we’re traveling light now.  They issued more underwear, socks, & 
hankies.  So when Ben says he’s got so much clothing on, does that mean it’s 
lighter to wear them than to carry them, or is the winter weather so cold that 
layers of clothes serve as a good insulator?   Simple questions go unanswered. 
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Dear Folks, 
 
Boy, my morale is low.  Only one letter and the comics in over a week.  Can’t 
understand what’s holding up the mail since you write quite often.  Now I know how you 
feel, not having written you in over a week. 
 
I’m still waiting anxiously for those packages mailed in September.  I hope they aren’t all 
clothes, because we’re traveling light now.  They issued us some more underwear, 
socks, & hankies.  I’ve got so much clothing on, it’s almost impossible for me to move. 
 
You probably can understand why I haven’t written you, if you’ve kept up with the news.  
We’ve been a little busy trying to keep up with the fleeing Krauts.  We really had them 
on the run.  I really don’t mean myself, but the boys in the line companies.  They really 
take a lot of punishment.  It really was a pleasure to see all the Heinies this past week.  
Some with their hands above their heads, and others __________!! 
 
As we advance toward the border, there’s plenty of evidence around that the Germans 
intended to stay for the winter.  They leave us some pretty nice Command Posts, but we 
don’t have time to appreciate them, we move so fast.   
 
Plenty of stoves in the houses, barrels of wine, cases of preserves, 
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even fresh bread. 
 
Don’t worry about my starving.  There’s plenty of food around.  Chickens if we take the 
trouble to catch them, French Fried potatoes, steak (found some fresh sides of beef 
hanging in a house), and even raw cabbage to gnaw on.  I’m gaining back the few 
pounds I lost when we were eating with our kitchen back near Cherbourg. 
 
Had our first snow a couple of days ago, but it doesn't look as beautiful as the 
countryside at home.  All the fields and roads are muddy and chewed up by tanks, 
trucks, and other vehicles.  It still isn’t too cold, thank heavens. 



 
Now that the election is over with what’s the main topic of discussion in the States?  Of 
course, all we talk about is getting back to the good old U.S.A.  What a great day that 
will be, yeah man. 
 
How about sending some cans of peanuts, among other eats.  Also don’t forget those 
heavy socks, scarf, and face hood. 
 
This is all for now.  Hope to write soon.  Regards to everyone. 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 
 
 
My name is ___________________________ 
 
 
I am _________________________________ 
  
 


