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Ben requests candles for use when they were without electricity.  Was 
he writing home by candlelight from time to time? 
 
  
 
Page 1.  Envelope mailed January 18, 1945 and was received in Rochester 
on Feb. 28.  The stamp on the envelope indicates that is had been read by 
an Army Examiner. 
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January 16th, 1945 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
Well, the packages are really rolling in now, not only for me, but everyone 
is receiving them.  I received that one with the cookies, tootsies, tuna, etc, 
a few days ago, and it was rapidly devoured.  All the packages I’ve 
received have arrived in good condition, thanks to good packing.  I can’t 
think of anything off hand that I would like ___ wait a minute, I’ll try and 
think of something. 
 
Ah, something that we can always 
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use are plenty of candles, the long ones if you don’t mind.  And I’m 
wondering if a jar of pickled herring would get through all right.  Also send a 
couple of cans of Campbell’s vegetable soup or chicken noodle.  That 
ought to hold me for a while. 
 
Besides our weekly ration of cigarettes and sometimes a Hershey bar and 
gum, we have an opportunity about once a month to buy P.X. articles.  
These include cigarette lighters, candy bars, stationery, crackers, knives, 
cookies, sometimes grapefruit juice, pens, and other items.  Of course, 
there’s only a  
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limited amount, but since our Sgt. breaks it down for the whole Battalion, 
we usually get our selection.  I’m eating an Oh Henry bar now that I 
purchased a few days ago. 
 
Remember some time ago when I requested a watch.  Well, if you haven’t 
already purchased one just forget the whole thing.  I’m having my watch 
sent in for a cleaning, crystal, and watch strap.  God knows when I’ll get it 
back, but I still have a pretty good pocket watch that I picked up from a 
prisoner. 
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The other day when I was off duty I went for a shower with the Motor 
Officer.  He has a German counterpart of a peep, which is quite fun to 
drive.  The shower was wonderful.  I felt like a new man when I walked out 
of the tent, but it will take many more before I will be satisfied.  My skin in 
very dry from not taking regular baths & from having my clothes on all the 
time.  My hair is dry too.  Might not be a bad idea to send me some tonic, 
Wildroot. 
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It’s interesting to read the Times now, especially since I’m getting issues 
that cover the period when we were down in Lorraine.  It doesn’t mention 
the 26th very much, but the names of the towns are very familiar.  Towns 
that we’ve fought for, lived in, and left behind to the invading forces of the 
rear echelon. 
 
I don’t know what the story is, but we’re still here in the hotel.  I’m getting so 
use to it, that I’m going 
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to hate to leave it.  The proprietor has a little dog that has become quite 
attached to us.  We fixed him up with a little jacket out of an old sweater 
and decorated him with a Yankee Division patch, Captains bars, and bells.  
He’s made himself quite at home with us, even sleeps with us at night.  I’ve 
made one slight mistake in the last few sentences.  He is a she, and is 
becoming pregnant. 
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I just noticed yesterday that the Times has the wrong address.  Instead of 
the 104th Infantry, they have it the 102nd.  How about checking that?  
Might get the papers to me faster. 
 
The first class mail has been very light lately, but I’m still hoping for some 
tonight. 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 
 
 
My Name is ___________________ 
 
I am __________________________ 
 


