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We don’t know what a Kirkman is that he donated to a civilian for 
washing some field jackets. 
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Envelope posted February 2, 1945.    
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January 31st 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
Received a V-mail of the 18th and a letter of the 17th from you today.  Also 
received a package yesterday that contained underwear, socks, and 
laundry soap.  I don’t recall whether I wrote you that it won’t be necessary 
for you to send these items anymore, because we get them issued 
regularly.  Ordinarily, we aren’t in one spot long enough to have any 
washing done, so laundry soap won’t be of any use.  However, I donated 
one of the Kirkmans for the purpose of having some of our field jackets 
washed by one of the civilians.  We’re not supposed to have any dealings, 
of any kind, but if I can get anything beneficial from them, I’ll do it. 
 
Nobody's received any food packages lately, but our kitchen is feeding 
three meals now, so we’re not hurting for eats.  Someone dug up some 
steak tonight, so we had a little snack, with mashed potatoes. 
 
Everything points to being in this position for sometime which I won’t mind 
at all.  They’re not keeping me too busy, just a few trips during the day, and 
I haven’t gone out at night so far, knock on wood. 
 
The nightly poker game is taking place as I write this, but it doesn’t interest 
me.  Our room is taking on a homey atmosphere.  We have the walls 
plastered with gorgeous pin-ups.  The only thing missing is a radio. 
 
Our Communications Officer gave our section a bottle of Champagne from 
his monthly liquor ration, and was greatly appreciated by all.  Some of the 



 

 

fellows have hunted up some schnapps, and what a kick it has.  One shot 
was enough for me.  We’ve also been getting some beer from a brewery in 
a big city near here, but I don’t like 
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the stuff.  So no need for you to worry about me coming home a drunkard.  
 
Have you succeeded in finding a cheap candid camera for me?  I could use 
one. 
 
I have a supply of flints and wicks now so no need for you to send any 
more. 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 
 
My Name is _____________________ 
 
I am____________________________ 
 


