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Page: 1:    February 28, 1945      A profound letter about Ben’s 20th 
Birthday.  Here he mentions “another year in the life of that hero.”    
and he says he’s receiving a delayed birthday present from the Army - 
Was it the Bronze Star?  In an understated manner, he says, “write 
you all about it later.”   
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“Still in Germany” 
 
February 28th 
 
 
Hello Folks, 
 
Today was another uneventful day - warm and sunny - uneventful except 
that it marked the passing of another year in the life of that hero of the 
Siegfried Line, Benjamin M. Kaplow. 
 
And what has that young man to say on this auspicious occasion.  Quote, “I 
keep telling them, I’m too young to be in the Army.”   Unquote. 
 
Twenty years old today, 
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little did I dream that I would celebrate it in the Army.  There is one scene 
that I recall from my younger days when I was a mere lad of 14, back in 
1939.  I was at a Scout meeting and I guess they were thinking of drafting 
or were drafting, I forget which, but I remember all of us telling each other 
that we had nothing to worry about, that the war would be over and 
forgotten before we’d be old enough.  How true-------!!?  I just celebrated 
my twentieth month two days ago.  How 
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time does fly. 
 



Thinking it over, I’m pretty well convinced that I came in about the right 
time.  Now, after basic training, G.I.’s are shipped right over as 
replacements with chances other than a rifle company practically nil. 
 
Hooray, another package has braved the stormy Atlantic and reached me 
safely, and is being duly accounted for.  Tuna, sardines, cheese, and candy 
bars, all good to eat.  I also received the knife and V-Mail 
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at the same time.  Thanks for everything. 
 
I could use a few handkerchiefs if you can get them, for the Army can’t.  I’d 
also like some Fanny Farmer, peanuts, jar of mustard & some more 
Tootsies. 
 
I probably won’t be able to write for the next few days, but don’t worry.   
 
The Army’s giving me a delayed birthday present.  Write you all about it 
later. 
 
Love, 
 
 
Ben 
 
 
P.S.  Get the Boston Traveler if you want to read about the Yankee Division 
Column by Tully every day. 
 
My name is ______________ 
 
I am ____________________ 
 


