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When Ben says he still doesn’t have much to write about, he seems to skim  
the surface of his experiences rather than an in-depth description of the 
concentration camps or their prisoners.  With the continual concern to not 
worry his family, and with the stringent censor rules, Ben alludes that there 
is nothing to write about.  Yet, looking at his itinerary, the activity 
surrounding him tells another story.  Or perhaps,  it’s just too 
overwhelming to describe. 
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Envelope posted April 28th. 
 
Page 2. 
 
April 25th 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
Well, long time no write, huh.  Well, I don’t have to explain to you.  Even though I 
haven’t written for some time, I still don’t have much to write about. 
 
I’ve received your letters of March 10th, 14th, 29th, 30th, April 1, 2nd, and 5th, 
just in case you want to know.  I also received the bottle of hair tonic yesterday.  
Send me some more of the same kind.  My hair needs a lot of oil.  I also received 
the hankies, but you won’t have to send me any more.  When I wrote requesting 
them, it was impossible to obtain any, but now every house has a 
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whole drawerful or more.  That’s one of the advantages of fighting in Germany.  
We can always stock up on things that the Army doesn’t issue too frequently.  
Towels, underwear, socks, etc.  And practically every night I sleep in a bed, 
whereas I hardly ever saw one in France. 
 
Ran out of ink, so I’ll have to finish in pencil. 
 
Before I forget, you don’t have to send me any more film.  I’ve been picking up a 
roll here and there and will probably be able to pick up some more.  The only 
trouble is that it 
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takes between one to three months before films come back from the Army 
Service, and we’re not allowed to send them to the States for developing.  I might 
be able to find someone who develops their own, but I haven’t heard of anyone. 
 
As we get deeper and deeper into the heart of Germany, we’re overrunning more 
and more concentration camps, thus releasing thousands of prisoners.  Some 
are happy and gay, cheering us as we go by, while others are sullen, 
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with one thought in mind, to kill Germans.  Just tonight, a couple of German 
political prisoners for five years, beat up a couple of SS soldiers with a whip.  And 
they really beat them up. 
 
We’ve also released some British soldiers who have been prisoners from three to 
five years.  You can bet they’re happy. 
 
A couple of days ago, a whole Hungarian division surrendered to us.  They were 
lined up on the highway as far as the eye could see. 
 
Well, I’ll close for now. 
 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 
 
My name is ________________ 
 
I am ___________________________ 


