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“Somewhere in Austria” 
May 1st 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
Brrr, why doesn’t someone tell the weatherman that it’s supposed to be Spring 
out.  Can you imagine, we had snow today, not much, but enough to make it a bit 
chilly.  I suppose these mountains we’re in has something to do with it. 
 
I really hit the jackpot last night on packages.  I got three at once, from Feb. 28th, 
March 8th and 20th.  They contained the Fanny Farmer [candy] (which is all gone 
now), the salami which 
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is in good condition, the canned soups, tuna, peanuts, fruit cocktail, and assorted 
candy.  The boxes arrived in good condition.  They must have taken a lot of 
planning for they are the ideal boxes to received, not something useless such as 
khaki shirts, ties, and Spam, which some of the boys have received.  I’d like you 
to send me some more canned soups, vegetable or tomato, in the next box.  Also 
send some canned fruit, such as peaches.  
 
I don’t know how to thank you for the boxes, but they certainly do lift my morale 
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when they come rolling in.  Thanks a million. 
 
A little while ago I went out to look over a whole batch of Hungarians that had 
come in to surrender.  The General, his staff, and a whole convoy of assorted 
vehicles, and horse and wagons.  Practically all of them had their wives and 
children with them.  There was even a little six weeks old baby.  They must have 
had a jolly time.  Fight during the day and at night come home to their wives. 
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Like the Germans, they are deathly afraid of the Russians.  But I sure like them 
at the present. 
 
Leave it to Message Center to make life interesting.  The other night a baby girl 
was born under our roof.  We knew the girl was pregnant when we moved in, but 
we understood them to say June for the time. 
 
Instead, it happened that night, and we had to get our Doc, who had always 
wanted to deliver a German baby, and he finally got his wish. 
 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 
 
My name is ________________ 
 
I am ___________________________ 


