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The war ends. 
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Envelope posted May 14th 
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“Somewhere in Czechoslovakia” 
May 8th, 1945 
 
Dear Mom, 
 
Without a doubt, tomorrow, Mother’s Day is the happiest day of your life.  I can 
just picture you now, when you first heard the news that the war in Europe was 
finally to come to an end at one minute after midnight, May 9th.  You probably 
were so happy that you cried for hours. 
 
The news didn’t quite bring me to tears, but it certainly was a sense of relief to 
know that no longer would we have to dodge any German 
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bullets and artillery.  We’ve been hearing rumors for the past couple of days, but 
nothing definite until yesterday. 
 
I’ve been dreaming of this moment for a long time, as you have, but words just 
won’t come to express my feelings. 
 
The big question now is how soon before I see Rochester again.  Any time would 
be too long. 
 
Yesterday, thousands of the last remaining soldiers surrendered to us in a town a 
few kilometers from here.  We went up to see them, and it was 
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strange to walk among them without fear of being shot.  They were coming in all 
day long, in every type of vehicle imaginable.  They were just as happy as we, 



that the war was finally over.  They would come over to us and attempt to talk to 
us, examine our equipment, and turn their pistols over to us.  The big craze over 
here has always been to get a foreign pistol, and yesterday was a field day for 
that.  I’ve gotten four or five, but since we can only bring one home with us, I’ve 
been selling the others. 
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We would have to be situated in a little village hardly big enough to house the 
Company, on such a momentous occasion.  No lights, no radio, and only two 
beds.  But we’ll probably be moving soon, into better quarters, I hope. 
 
Now that the was is over, the “chicken” will start inspection, formations, military 
courtesy, all the things that make the life of a soldier unbearable. 
 
But I can stand it. 
 
Happy Mother’s Day and  
 
 
Love from your son, 
 
Ben 
 
My name is ________________ 
 
I am ___________________________ 


