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Almost 7 months ago, on November 23, 1944, Ben wrote, “One place that we 
occupied was a mansion that must have been owned by some land Baron.  It 
was an immense place, richly furnished.  He had an antique room with old rifles 
& sabers, among other things.  It was a nice place, before the Americans entered 
it.  What scavengers they are.  Ripping open drawers, safes, ransacking the 
rooms looking for souvenirs.  Some of the fellows have sent home different 
articles - silverware, glassware, & other little objects, but it hasn’t interested me.  
I might change my mind, but I doubt it.” 
 
Then, on Dec. 8th, 1944, Ben wrote. “You’ve probably read that we took Saar-
Union, which is a pretty big place.  We were there about a half a day before we 
moved on & some of the fellows went through the stores & houses picking up 
watches, jewelry, and other souvenirs, but I was busy driving, so I didn’t have 
time to poke around.  There’s been too much looting and if it continues, we’ll be 
sleeping out in the field & I don’t want that to happen.” 
 
And, in this May 11th, 1945 letter, he writes about a camera and his photos, “I 
might be able to get some done earlier, if we get to a place that has electricity.  
Since the war is over, there won’t be any more “looting,” so I probably won’t be 
able to find any more film - so, you better start sending me some.  Ben has 
changed. 
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Envelope posted May 11th to Mother. 
 
Page 2. 
 
May 11th 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
We’re still stuck in this little one horse village, hoping every day that we’ll move to 
some larger town.  We’ve heard plenty of rumors as to where we’re going, but I 
can’t disclose them now.  We’re in the Sudatenland(?) part of Czechoslovakia, 
where there aren’t many Czechs.  But of the few Czechs that we have run into, 
I’ve found that their language is a bit different than the German language. 
 



If we are to be used as Army of Occupation troops, which I’m hoping we will be, I 
hope we 
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draw a spot in Germany proper.  The homes are much cleaner and neater. 
 
You asked about the typewriter and cameras.  We have a typewriter that we 
carry in the trailer, but it takes me too long to type, so I don’t use it.  As for 
cameras, I think I wrote you before that I had one and also some film, but that it 
takes a lifetime to get them developed. 
 
I might be able to get some done earlier, if we get to a place that has electricity.  
Since the war is over, there won’t be any more “looting,” so I probably won’t be 
able to find any more 
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film - so, you better start sending me some. 
 
Now that the war is over, the mail service will undoubtedly improve.  I’ve received 
your letters of Apr. 15th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 22nd, 24th, 26th & 30th.  You should 
be getting mine faster, too.  The Times is still coming irregularly. 
 
It seems that I made a big mistake in my last two letters.  It just goes to illustrate 
that time, days and dates have no meaning.  One of the fellows just happened to 
mention the other day that May 9th was Mother’s Day 
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so I took him at his word, noting that it was a coincidence that the war should end 
on Mother’s Day.  But anyway - Happy Mother’s Day next Sunday. 
 
I guess that’s all the news for now. 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 
 
My name is ________________I am ___________________________ 


