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In this letter, Ben is surprised about the scarcity of items in his 
family’s deli.  Even though there are shortages in the store, they still 
manage to ship boxes to him.  He indicates that he shares his bounty 
with other soldiers when he writes, “send some more cheese and 
crackers (that went over big)” 
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Kremze, Czechoslovakia 
June 28th  
 
Dear Folks, 
 
Time marches on and here I am again, still in Kremze.  For how long - 
that’s anybody’s guess.  Boy I wish I was up in the 85 point bracket.  Some 
of the fellows left last week and there’s another bunch leaving this Sunday. 
 
You can’t imagine how happy they are.  As for the rest of us, there’s no 
indication when we’ll leave, officially, but the new rumor out today has us in 
an assembly area by July 5th ready to depart for the States and our 30 day 
furlough. 
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I received another box yesterday containing the pineapple, beans, 
Hershey's, etc.  They sure do help to fill up the vacant spaces in my 
stomach.  If you have any, I’d like you to send me some tomato sardines, 
some more cheese and crackers (that went over big) and some peanuts.  
You don’t have to send me any more tea or cocoa, cause we get that in the 
kitchen. 
 
The way you described the scarcity of items, it must be pretty easy in the 
store now.  Do you still stay open late? 
 
We had an orientation lecture on the Education 
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program, and it isn’t at all what is was supposed to be.  Even the I & E 
officer said not to expect much from it.  They only have 3 or 4 text books for 
the whole regiment in each course.  And they only have a few courses - 
Algebra, Biology, Radio, Electricity, & Poultry farming that are starting next 
week.   
 
Some more courses are starting within the next month, but the only ones 
that interest me are advertising and auto-mechanics.  Anyway, I don’t have 
the time to go.  I wouldn’t get much out of it any how. 
 
You asked if I have time for reading.  I have time to, but I don’t have 
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much inclination to.  I just read the Times, Readers Digest, Coronet and 
when I can get hold of them, Life, Post & Colliers. 
 
About the sightseeing tours, we’ve been discussing that among ourselves.  
We’ve read where other Divisions have them, but the only thing we have is 
a 12 hour pass to Pilsen, which isn’t worth the truck ride, according to the 
few that have gone, and very infrequent passes to the Riviera for a few 
lucky members of the Battalion.  
 
I received the reprints yesterday, now to send them to all my girl friends. 
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No, I don’t want to do my own developing.  I’m just satisfied taking pictures. 
 
Getting back to the subject of discharges, you mentioned in one of your 
letters about Mel having 89 points & whether fellows would be discharged 
even if they were to be A.O.  Sure they will, there are only a few essential 
men that won’t be discharged.  All the first Sergeants in our Battalion are 
going, also the Battalion Sergeant, Major, and all the Company 
Commanders and our Battalion Executive Officer.  If you have enough 
points, you get out.  And me with only 57.   
 
Well, that’s about all for tonight. 
 



Love 
 
Ben 
 
  
 
My name is _____________ 
 
I am ____________________ 

 
  
 
 


