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In order to satisfy soldiers’ complaints about the cold weather, they 
were told that a B-29 was sent up with ultra-violet ray machines to try 
and warm up the mountain, but the crew ran out of oxygen.  It’s hard 
to believe, and it’s hard to imagine why the soldiers are bivouacked at 
such a high altitude. 
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Delherda, Germany 
 
Tuesday July 31st 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
Again it’s just going to be a few lines, with the same old excuse, and a new 
one.  It’s just been too darn cold to write.  As I wrote you before, we’re 
bivouacked on the top of a high mountain.  Ever since Friday night, when 
the cold wave set in, the only way to keep warm is to crawl into bed.  You 
don’t know or can’t imagine how tough it is to crawl out of bed at 6:30 A.M. 
for reveille - with everyone shivering in their shoes.  It’s even to cold to 
wash, until afternoon.  A B-29 was sent up the other morning with ultra-
violet ray 
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machines to try and warm up the mountain, but the crew ran out of oxygen.  
Looking out over the valley we can see the sun shining, about two days 
away.  Even in the afternoon, when the sun does come out, it still isn’t too 
warm. 
 
Oh well, it was warm for a couple of days since we’ve been here.  I 
certainly don’t want to spend winter here. 
 
I’ve received your letters of the 15th, 18th, 19th, and 24th since I last wrote.  
That certainly was fast for that last letter. 
 



As I wrote you before, we have movies every other night, but still the same 
old class “B” pictures.  Frank Sinatra certainly  is right!!!! 
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We did see one new movie, though.  “Salome, Where She Danced.”  But it 
didn’t live up to all the publicity that I heard about it. 
 
Nobody’s complaining about the rations now.  Ever since we hit this area, 
we’ve been getting plenty, and good, too!  But I’m not working it off, since I 
don’t go out and train.  Only went to Message Center school for a few days. 
(harmless), but now I’m down at the Motor Pool everyday, getting ready for 
another inspection Saturday.  Everything is spit and polish now. 
 
This ghost town of Delherda that we are next to, used to be a Kraut training 
camp.  I went out to look over some of the installations they have set up.  
They say that it’s more 
 
Page: 4 
 
elaborate than most of the U.S. training aids. 
 
Well, I think that I’ll take in the last movie, so _________ 
 
 Love 
 
Ben 
 
  
 
My name is _____________ 
 
I am ____________________ 

 
  
 
 


