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Ben was always concerned about how his family worried about him.  
He writes: “But now that the whole war is over, there is nothing for 
you folks at home to worry about”.   
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Andorf, Austria 
 
August 17th 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
Well, my correspondence is starting to pile up on me, so I might as well 
start redeeming myself with you.  Since I last wrote, which I think must be 
at least a  week, I’ve received five letters and a pair of socks from you.  I’m 
a little ashamed that you can’t say the same. 
 
But now that the whole war is over, there is nothing at all for you folks at 
home to worry about, so let your minds be at ease.  You’re probably 
anxious to know when I’m coming home.  I wish I knew.  Nothing yet has 
come out 
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as to whether the wars end has affected our A.O. status, but the rumor 
making the rounds now has General Paul, the one that led us thru combat, 
coming back to take over the Division and take us home in October.  But I 
don’t believe the whole Division will go home together, although I wish it 
would.  They’ll start discharging all the high point men, gradually working 
down, and eventually they might come to me. 
 
I still can’t believe that the Japs gave up like they did.  It’s not like them.  It 
certainly was 
 
Page: 3 
 



good news though and the news broadcasts had us on pins and needles 
for a few days, although, just like V-E day with us, there wasn't much 
joyous celebration, although everyone immediately started talking about 
going home. 
 
If you haven’t already bought the slippers, I’d prefer moccasins.  I’d also 
like you to send me a Garrison cap.  Here’s the specifications.  It’s got to be 
the regular olive drab, as we’re not allowed to wear the dark blue - like I 
had on furlough, with the top cut straight across, not curved like the Army 
issues.  The size is 7 1/4.  I’d also like you to 
 
Page: 4 
 
send me some ribbons, if you can.  An E.T.O., Good Conduct, and a 
Bronze Star.  In any event, get a back pin that three ribbons will fit on. 
 
I haven’t received any boxes in quite some time, although one of your 
letters said one was on the way. 
 
Nothing much more to write except that I’m taking life pretty easy, as 
always.  Finally saw a movie tonight - “Tree Grows in Brooklyn.”  I thought 
the book was much better. 
 
Am enclosing a few snaps. 
 
 Love 
 
Ben 
 
  
 
My name is _____________ 
 
I am ____________________ 

 
  
 
 


