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Ben’s family asks him if he’s ever seen a Concentration Camp.  No, he 
says, however, in the past he writes about Prison Camps the Yankee 
Division helped to liberate, which are certainly different.  The 
atrocities are not only in the Concentration Camps but on the 
hillsides, too. 
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Reid, Austria 
Aug 28th 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
Received a package from you yesterday, containing peanuts, pineapple, 
cheese, sardines, and tuna fish.  I got some bread from the cooks and we 
had a regular feast that night. 
 
Our meals are just fair now, nothing to brag about.  We’re getting enough, 
but the same old stuff all the time.  In between meals I fill up on plums and 
green apples that are in abundance around here. 
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I also received that package of socks.  I can’t think of anything special that I 
need, except some more hair tonic.  However you can continue to send the 
old standbys of cheese and crackers and vegetable soup.  You might 
include a jar of mustard too.  Oh, I almost forgot.  I want you to get me 
some oversees stripes.  One for every six months, or two that I’ll need. 
Better get me two sets.  And see if you can get me some  
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Bronze Battle stars (that go on the ETO ribbon).  I need four of them. 
 
As usual the rumors are flying fast and thick.  I heard about four or five 
today.  Here’s a couple. - That the whole Division will assemble in Lintz in 



about a week, preparatory to going home.  I don’t believe that one.  The 
other is that all the men with under 75 points will be shipped to another 
Division while the high pointers will go home with the Division. 
 
 
Page: 4 
 
I hope that one isn’t true, but it’s come over the radio that the 75 pointer’s 
and up will be out of the Army by Christmas.  I don’t know - I guess I’ll just 
sit back and let the world go by and stop worrying about the future.  First 
we’re going to stay all winter, then we’re not, now we might.  I give up. 
 
At any rate they’re trying to make us look like model soldiers.  About every 
other day, some new regulation comes out on wearing of the uniform. 
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Now we have to wear ties all day long, ETO jackets after retreat & on 
Sundays & holidays.  I’m never going to wear a tie when I’m a civilian - 
whenever that is.  I used to feel a little dressed up when I put on my ETO 
jacket, but now it’s just another article of clothing.  Mine is turning gray from 
these dusty roads and no dry cleaning service available.  Why doesn’t the 
Army smarten up? 
 
Where did you ever get 
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the idea about G.I’s traveling around Europe wherever they want.  The only 
traveling I do is around the Regimental area & Lintz once in a while.  The 
passes & furloughs to U.K., Paris, Switzerland, Riviera, & Rest Camp are 
given according to Company roster, and they haven’t even finished the first 
round yet.  They haven’t given out any three day passes to go wherever 
you please.  Of course, the Colonel goes wherever he wants & the 
Company Commander went to the Saltzburg Music Festival & to the Eagles 
Nest. 
 
 
Page: 7 
 



You asked whether I had ever been in a concentration camp.  No, I’ve 
never seen any, although I’ve heard plenty about them.  However, I did see 
an example of their atrocity killings. 
 
We were just a few miles from the city of Neunberg when we noticed some 
bodies lying in the bushes close to the road.  When we investigated, we 
found six bodies there, all shot in the back of the head and the word JUDE 
printed on their work jackets.  Later we heard there were over a hundred on 
that hillside. 
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Well, it’s still early in the evening so I guess I’ll go out spazieren. 
 
With love, 
 
Ben 
 
  
 
  
 
My name is _____________ 
 
I am ____________________ 

 
  
 
 


