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Ben is very proud of his Bronze Star.  He writes, “ September 7th will 
make one year that we’ve been on foreign soil............  Even then we 
didn’t believe that we were going into combat - not the Y.D. (Yankee 
Division).  We were going to be A.O. (Army of Occupation), so we 
said.    Well, we are, 11 months later.” 
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Reid, Austria 
August 31st 
 
Dear Folks, 
 
Well, I’m back at the desk again, after eleven months of driving.  The point 
system is finally affecting Message Center.  Tomorrow all the 79 to 85 
pointers are leaving, including the Message Center Chief and the other 
Jewish boy in our section. 
 
So, right now I’m acting Message Center Chief, until the next in line comes 
back from a furlough in the U.K., at which time I will become Code Clerk.  
Desk duty is a trifle boring after being used to running around 
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the countryside, but it’s much cleaner (now my clothes won’t be all full of 
dust) and I bet you’re thinking, much safer.  This isn’t hard work by any 
means, but it’s still tiring.  One thing about night duty here, you can’t talk to 
the telephone operators half the night, as I used to do back in (Camp) 
Jackson.   
 
At least I have the satisfaction of knowing that I did a little something in this 
war, instead of being back at the comparative safety of the Command Post 
all the time, although there’s been many 
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a time that I wished I were there.  I’m the only one in Message Center that 
has a Bronze Star. 
 
September 7th will make one year that we’ve been on foreign soil.  It was 
pretty nice up in Normandy, now that I think it over.  Even then we didn’t 
believe that we were going into combat - not the Y.D. (Yankee Division).  
We were going to be A.O. (Army of Occupation), so we said.   
 
Well, we are, 11 months later.  That was when I wanted to start driving.  
Had a big argument with the Chief, who wanted me to stay on desk duty, 
but I won out. 
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 I finally had an opportunity to visit the Saltzburg Music Festival & look over 
the town itself.  It was all Mozart music, and pretty good, although I don’t 
care too much for that type of music.  This program was all orchestral, with 
no singers, which was probably all the better. 
 
Well, that’s all for tonight. 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 
 
P.S. How about including some Old Walnut tobacco in the next package. 
 
 My name is _____________ 
 
I am ____________________ 

 
  
 
 


