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Ben’s sarcastic comment about having “the best accommodations” 
riding in French 40 x 8’s boxcars as shown here is very 
understandable. 
 
By reading about Camp Pittsburgh, we learn that many GIs entered   a 
staging area in one of the Cigarette Camps in France.  Using Cigarette 
names was a ploy so that the enemy wouldn’t know the camps were 
for incoming troops.  On the other hand, when leaving France, the 
camp names were changed to names of U.S. cities.  It was helpful to 
learn that Camp Pittsburgh was formerly a Cigarette Camp but we 
don’t know which cigarette name it held.  Check out the link on this 
page. 
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Camp Pittsburgh, 
Reims, France 
 
October 30th 
 
Hello Folks, 
 
Well, we made it this far.  Now to sweat out moving to P.O.E. (Port of 
Embarkation).  We’re supposed to be here for thirty days and then sail 
sometime in December.  But things may change many times before then, 
so I’ll just go along, like everyone else, guessing when we will sail.  
Personally, I don’t think we’ll make it by Christmas, but it won't be much 
longer than that. 
 
The trip down here wasn’t as bad as I thought it would be.  Of course, we 
had the best accommodations, using nothing but French 40 x 8’s boxcars.  
But at least we were able to stretch out on the floor and get a fairly decent 
sleep, the three nights that we were on the train.  We also picked up a 
small stove along the way, which helped keep us warm.   
 



This camp isn’t half bad either, but maybe I’ll change my mind after being 
here a while.  We’re living in six man tents, with concrete floors, electricity 
and stove.  What more 
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could anyone ask for?  Then in the way of entertainment there’s a couple of 
movies in the area with new pictures every third day (Saw “Blood on the 
Sun”, and “Bell for Adano”)  Also there is an E. M. club where one can relax 
in a soft chair with a coke and maybe listen to a band, if one happens to be 
around.  Besides this, there is a Red Cross Club where coffee and donuts 
can be had practically all day long. 
 
The last two days have been pretty nice, the only formation being reveille at 
0715.  Otherwise, we just did what we wanted, go to the P.X. for ice cream, 
or the Red Cross, or to the movies.  Of course, Message Center is still 
operating.  I wish it wasn’t though.  But it might keep me out of guard here. 
 
Anyway, that’s where I am now.  The Major just had a meeting, and the 
“Chicken” is starting to come again.  There’s going to be an hour of 
exercises every morning, retreat every night, ties at all time.  And I suppose 
more will come out if a few days. 
 
Well, this is all for now. 
 
Love, 
 
Ben 
 
 
My name is _____________ 
 
I am ____________________ 

 
  
 
 


