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Ravages of war and broken wartime romances both have an impact 
on the civilians when the soldiers move out.  As Ben’s Regiment 
passes by four other Divisions, he confirms what we know about 
General Patton, “the chicken.”  Patton’s 3rd Army dress code is 
strictly enforced compared to other Divisions.
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Tent City,
15 miles from Fulda, Germany

Wednesday, July 25th

Dear Folks,

Well, as I wrote you in my last letter, we’ve moved out of Kremze, and now 
I wish I were back there again.  Saturday we moved eight miles from the 
city to an assembly area where we stayed till the next morning  The people 
were really sorry to see us go.  Some of the women who had become 
attached to some of the boys were crying their hearts out.  Some of them 
were going around having us sign their YD (Yankee Division) memory 
books.  Another Division is moving in there but the girls say they won’t have 
anything to do with them.  My girl left for Prague a week earlier.
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Some of the girls even came out to the bivouac area to see their 
boyfriends.  One civilian kid who had worked in the kitchen, an orphan, 
even came along with us.

What a trip that was.  We left at 3 A.M. and arrived at this desolate spot at 
12 P.M. that night, a 21 hour trip.  Surprisingly enough, we had good roads 
most of the way, even hit one of those autobahns for a stretch.  We went 
thru some big cities, among them Passau, Regensburg, Nurnburg and 
Wartzburg.  They were all worked over by the Air Corps, but Wurtzburg and 



Nurnburg were really demolished in spots.  I can imagine what Berlin must 
be like.  I snapped some pictures as we roared thru the towns,

Page: 3

but I doubt if they will come out, as we were going too fast.  I don’t know 
how I’m going to get them developed now.

The trip was a lot of fun in some ways, even though it was tiring.  The trail 
officer rode with me and about every ten minutes, we’d pass the convoy to 
make sure that all the assist drivers were awake, and that everything was 
okay.  It relieved the monotony of following one vehicle all the time.  And we 
really rolled along, which is what I like.

On the way, we passed thru about four Divisions areas and they do 
everything just about the opposite of what we do.  They were walking 
around in mixed uniforms, with sleeves rolled
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up, no cartridge belts and rifles, wearing garrisons caps, everything that we 
are strictly forbidden to do.  This outfit is one of the most “chicken” in the 
Army.  All those Divisions were living in towns, while we’re stuck up here, 
about ten miles above sea level on a bare mountain top, living in tents, right  
next to a ghost town that used to house a German Non-com training 
school.

When we arrived here the first night, dog tired, the 12 man tents weren’t up 
and we had to sleep on the cold ground and it was cold.  The next day it 
was still cold and the ceiling was zero.  Everyone
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was saying that the sun doesn’t come up this high and we doubted if any 
airplanes ever came up this high.  But the last couple of days it’s actually 
been hot.  I believe it’ll be better up here after we get used to it.  It won’t be 
as hot as the lowlands and not so many bugs.  We’re really getting set up 
now too.  We got some canvas cots in today, which will help a lot.



We’re supposed to be here for eight weeks of intensive training, starting 
today.  But the rumors have it we’ll only be here about three weeks.  Thank 
goodness I won’t have
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to go out for training, because Communications School is starting 
tomorrow.  It’s just a waste of time, because we know all the things they’ll 
go over.  It’s better than training though.  Today I went down to the Motor 
Pool, did a little work on my peep, crawled under it and went to sleep for 
three hours

We’ll have movies every other night, but the washing problem is going to 
be a great one.

Well, I guess I’ve brought you up to date on the situation, so I’ll close for 
now.  The sun has gone down and it’s getting a bit chilly. 

Love

Ben
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P.S.  Only 3 percent of the Company will be allowed on pass at one time.  
The ones that are now available are passes to Paris, Nancy, United 
Kingdom, tours of Switzerland & France & passes to Riviera.  

But I won’t be eligible for a long time, cause there are still a lot of the 
fellows that haven’t been anywhere.  I’d like to visit Fulda which is nearby.  
The YD (Yankee Division) took it in our drive across Germany.

 

My name is _____________

I am ____________________



 


